Extreme weather events veem to be stnking YATIOus parts of the
world more frequently. In 2007, reached

highs in South Ans; heat waves rwept through Southeastern Eurepe,
and nignificant mowfall occusred in South Africa after more than
two decades. [t's eary to point o a popular culpnt: climate change.
But the World P_‘umtulo&‘ul Olg:ﬂnllu‘m says that it's not poinble
to hink sy parbicular weather or chimate event defimtively to global
warming. Some of theire events may be part of the cycle of the natu-
ral climate system. But even if we can't be vure whether the frequency
of extreme weather events 1s increanng, we can 161l way that we are
fecling the effects more rlmnglr.
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The incresse of p arear .
raives the potmhal dmp to human hives snd propesty whenever there hazards 1trike. We need to prepare ourselves. Tra-
ditonal and contemporary architectuse around the world provide inspiration cn how to build homes for hanh condibons
(Exctrems Hesves, p2). We svant learn from past expeniences, For example, architects in Albay reflect on how inappropriate
buihi:nz denign, shoddy comtruction, and Erregard for natural waterexys led 1o widespread damage dunag Typhoon Rem-
m‘ (The Alhsyavs Architects’ Response, ps). We can apply numple diraster-reristant comrtruction techniques lgu can? shake ov

#ry boxse dvwnl, p8). Efforts 10 build better are underway; organizations who are buslding homes in Bicol for the victima
ol’ Typhwn Remung in 2006 have tned vanous ways to make the new houses more typhoon-proof (Rduilding after the storm,
p10). Winners of the Millemium Schools Dengn Competition (Desigaing dsaeter resilient scboals, p12) also thow us innovative
ways of how we can build sustsinable public structures

Building bettes iv pant one aspect of being prepared, but ity & good place to start.
Amuallah S. Rodd
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